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Abstract

The Origin of the Term “Gidok(gyo),” Its
Adoption and Taking Root in Korean Church
and Society

Hyung-Kon Kim
(Gwangju Bookmoon Presbyterian Church/Pastor/Church History)

Jesuit missionaries in China transliterated the Latin
word “Christus” into “Giliszedu”GEFIIiE). Next, they
shortened the term ‘“Giliszedu”EFIEIE) to “Gidu"(H)
using its first and last letters. Then, they combined
“giaou”(#) with “Gidu"(3&) to form the term “Gidugiaou”
(B B#) as the Chinese equivalent of “Christian religion”
in an international treaty document(1858). Therefore, the
origin of the term “Gidok(gyo)” is “Gidu(giaou)”GEE[#])
which is the Chinese transliteration of “Christ(ianity).”

The term “Gidu(giaou)”(&&[#]) was introduced to Korea
by the journal Hanseongsunbo in 1884. Thereafter, the
Chinese term “Gidu(giaou)” was first transcribed into the
Korean word “Geuidok(gyo)’(A=[x]) by the journal
Doklipsinmun (the Independent) in 1897 and then into
“‘Gidok(gyo)"(71=[2]) in 1933 afterward. Thus, the term
“Gidokgyo” rather than “Geuriseudogyo” is now used in
everyday language.
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However, we cannot discern the titular name and the
identity of Christ explicitly in the term “Gidokgyo”. This
results in crucial problems in Christian education and
evangelism. Therefore, we should use the term “Geuriseudo(gyo)”
and its compound words in our everyday spoken and written
language. This will allow us to be more aware of the
presence and the reign of the enthroned Christ, which
will enable us to live out the Kingdom of God here and

now.
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